[image: image8.png]



	Contact: Larry Saunders
Rotary Club of Rancho Bernardo

858 344 0865
	RBRotary@rbrotary.org
www.rbrotary.org
	[image: image9.png]






Rotarians at Work
Press
Release

Rancho Bernardo, CA, April 28, 2008: On Saturday, April 26 the Rancho Bernardo Rotary Club, along with tens of thousands of Rotarians around the world, participated in Rotarians-At-Work Day.  “This annual program, founded in 2006 by Rotarians right here in San Diego, has become a worldwide event,” said Suzie Lisio, Coordinator of the RB Rotary Club event. She continued, “Normally it involves community service work projects such as planting trees, maintenance and painting at senior citizens’ homes. But it can be more; in the case of one Rotary club, it included assisting in the removal of landmines in Iraq.”  

This year, because of last October’s fires, and the heroic response of our firefighters and police, Rotarians-At-Work theme was “Honoring Our First Responders.”  RB Rotary teams, totaling approximately 35 volunteers, served and expressed appreciation to four groups:  Interfaith Community Services of Escondido, RB Fire Station #33, San Diego NE Police Headquarters in Rancho Penasquitos, and the Miramar Marine Air Base.

Paul Donick and Jason Salazar chaired a team that served breakfast to homeless veterans at Interfaith Community Services.  Among other projects, Interfaith provides temporary housing for homeless veterans and offers programs and services to help stabilize and rebuild their lives. The Rotary team included Bill Angus, Jim Edwards. Gary and Daryl Saks, Lew Tyler, Kathy Weyer, Jim Wise, Dan Malloy, Ed Knight, Mechelle Alona, Troy Daum, Jim Bright, Russ Cook, and George Kavner.

Mike Stelman led the team honoring the valiant firefighters of  RB Station #33.  When Shirley Napierala informed RB Rotary Board and club members that the firefighters have to shop for, pay for, prepare, and cook any meals that they eat while on duty, the Club provided an honorarium to assist in that process, supplemented by a donation from Stelman, which will feed the firefighters for a week. Rotarians who expressed our great appreciation to the men and women of Station #33 for their hard work last October included Napierala, Karen Stelman, Cliff Frey, Andy Jones, Ron Hunt, Kerry Kirby, Miss Rancho Bernardo, Miss RB Teen, Dan Malloy, Dave Brooks, Arilla St. Laurent,  Jim Reading and Sherry Collins.  Flowers furnished by past club presidents Napierala, Stelman, and Stelman were planted in areas around the firehouse and also around the Rotary clock on Bernardo Center Drive.

John O’Neill and his team arrived at the San Diego NE area police headquarters in Rancho Penasquitos to recognize the police for their strong presence during the October fires.  The Rotarians brought an honorarium, pizzas, and soft drinks. RB Rotary Club President Charley Crew expressed heartfelt thanks to the officers for always being there for us in the community.  Enthusiastic Rotarians Barbara Baldwin, Gayla Williams, Kathleen Smith, Larry Valente and John Goodrich expertly fed the hungry officers during their shift change.

The Rotary Club of Rancho Bernardo has had a long history of working with and serving Marines and their families at Miramar Wing Communications Squadron 38.  RB Rotarians including Lt. Col. Tom Richards (Retired), our club liaison with the squadron, honored Miramar’s “Key Volunteers,” an organization which provides support and assistance to Marine families, with special emphasis on helping families whose spouses are deployed overseas.  At a luncheon at Gordon Biersch Restaurant & Brewery many certificates of merit were conferred upon these Miramar volunteers.  Emceed by Richards, Ann Calvert and Benita Page gave brief presentations about Rotary.  
The program featured retired Maj. Gen. Carl Hoffman (of the RB Rotary Club) speaking on “Stories from the Pacific:  WWII.”  He recounted the hard-fought missions at Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Saipan, and Tinian, and how, incongruently, his trumpet became helpful in a combat situation. Richards’ team included Hoffman, Larry Saunders, Ann Calvert, Benita Page, Dave Brooks, Jim Hyldahl, Steve La Point, Arilla St. Laurent, Diane Richards, Don Lisio and Suzie Lisio.

Traveling to the various sites were photographers Dave Brooks and Arilla St. Laurent, with publicity by Larry Saunders and Marty Judge.  

Founded in 1905, Rotary International is an organization of business and professional leaders worldwide who provide humanitarian service and help to build goodwill and peace in the world. Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians are members of more than 32,000 Rotary clubs in more than 170 countries. More than 3,700 local men and women make positive changes in their neighborhoods through membership in 60 Rotary clubs throughout San Diego and Imperial counties.
The Rotary Club of Rancho Bernardo was founded in 1964 to promote high ethical standards in business and “Service Above Self.” Over the years the club has been involved in countless service projects that benefit the local community, the nation and the world. The club meets weekly at noon on Thursdays. For more information about the club’s activities and events, please contact Charley Crew, president, at 858-613-1143, charleycrew@sbcglobal.net; Benita Page, membership chair, at 858-451-9778, bntpage@yahoo.com or RBRotary@rbrotary.org. The club’s website is at http://www.rbrotary.org.
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From Left, Chuck Adams, Miss RB Teen, RB Rotarian Mike Stelman, Miss RB, RB Rotarian Shirley Napierala, Aaron Boyd, Darcy Bushnell at Fire Station 33
[image: image2.jpg]



RB Rotarian Bill Angus, cleaning tiltpan, a hot steamy job at Interfaith

[image: image3.jpg]



The serving line at Interfaith: From right RB Rotarians Jason Salazar, Gary Saks, Daryl Saks and Suzie Lisio and two Veterans with their backs to us.

[image: image4.jpg]



From left: RB Rotarians Dave Brooks and Ron Hunt planting flowers at Fire Station 33
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RB Rotarian Suzie Lisio, RB Rotary Club Rotarians-at-work coordinator, cleaning up at Fire Station 33
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From left: RB Rotarian Marine MajGen (retired) Carl Hoffman, Miramar Key Volunteers: Stephane Kreuser, Julie Herman, Candice Gentry, Samantha Dolmer, Brandy Aldridge, Molly Schirmer, and RB Rotarian Marine Lt Col (retired)Tom Richards.
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RB Rotary Club president Charley Crew (standing) with Rancho Penasquitos station police officers
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